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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by Biggs 
et al US (5,625407). 

Regarding claim 1, Biggs discloses, a communication control unit (Fig.1, el.102) 
for facilitating a communication conference between a plurality of real time 
communication devices (col.4, lines.52-56) the control unit comprising: 

a local network interface for exchanging local network data (Fig.1, el.1 32 and 
col.4, lines. 61-63) over a packet switched network (coL4, lines. 38-40) with each of the 
plurality of real time communication devices (col.4, lines. 52-56) 

means for receiving an identification of each of a plurality of real time 
communication devices selected as conference participants (col.9, lines. 56-67; 
col.1 1 ,lines.1 1 ,lines.50-67; the network address identify the endpoint device). 
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means for establishing a plurality of real time audio conference channels, each 
channel between the control unit and a conference participant (col.8, lines.52-58) each 
channel for receiving streaming audio data from the conference participant (Fig.5, 
el.404-422 ) and for providing conference mix streaming audio to each participant ( 
Fig.5,el.520) 

means for generating at least one conference mix signal comprising a mix of the 
streaming audio data from at least two participants (Fig.5,el.520 and col. 14, lines. 59- 
66). 

Regarding claim 2, Biggs discloses, wherein the means for establishing a real 
time audio channel with each of the conference participants comprises means for 
providing session signaling to each session participant (Fig.8A and 8B) and means for 
negotiating the set up of a real time audio channel with a conference participant in 
response to the conference participant responding to the session signaling (col. 17, 
lines. 6-35) 

Regarding claim 3, Biggs discloses, an address book file storing address book 
content (col. 18, lines. 49-50; the directory contain the phone numbers of the endpoints), 
the address book content comprising an identification of each of a plurality of contacts 
(col. 1 8, lines.58-60; the phone number associate with network address of each device 
for identifying the location /address of each device) 
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means for providing the address book content to one of the real time 
communication devices in response to the real time communication device providing an 
indication of a request to establish a communication conference (col. 11. lines. 53-60) 

and the means for receiving an identification of each of a plurality of real time 
communication devices selected as conference participants comprises means for 
receiving an indication of subscriber selection of contacts from the address book 
content (col.1 1 .lines. 53-60). 

Regarding claim 4, Biggs discloses, the means for providing the address book 
content to one of the real time communication devices comprises means for providing a 
conference initiation document for display on the real time communication device 
(col.1 8, lines.51-52; the user initiate the conference by selecting call command on the 
screen), the conference initiation document comprising the address book content in 
association with a display template adapted for operator selection of contacts form the 
address book content (col. 18, lines.57-61and col.19, lines.52-58; after selecting the call 
command the dial box will appear on the screen so the user can enter the phone 
number of the device/devices he would like to have conference with). 

Regarding claim 5, Biggs discloses, the conference initiation document 
comprises means for subscriber selection of contacts (col. 18, lines.47-52), a conference 
initiation control (col. 18, lines.47-52), and means for providing identification of the 
selected contacts to the control unit in response to subscriber activation of the 
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conference initiation control (col. 18, 58-61 ; the phone number identify the party that the 
user wants to contact for conference). 

Regarding claim 6, Biggs discloses, the means for establishing a real time 
communication channel with each of the plurality of conference participants further 
provides for receiving motion video data from at least one conference participant (Fig.5, 
el. 402-420) and providing motion video data to at least a second conference participant 
(col.8, lines. 52-68; i.e. in Fig.5, a video signals from first, second and Nth endpoint will 
receive and go through the video signal routing device 500 and then through the internal 
switch 518 which will direct these video signal based on the request from user/users 
who would like to participate in the conference to video mixer/switch ; so video from 
first endpoint will go to any endpoint or multiple end point) 

a means for providing a video display document to the second conference 
participant for display on the second conference participant ( col. 19, lines.52-58), the 
video display document comprising a frame for display of the motion video data 
(col.5,lines.64-66 and col.6, lines. 1-5). 

Regarding claim 7, Biggs discloses, means for providing a main menu document 
for display on one real time communication device (col. 18, lines. 40-41 ), the main menu 
document comprising a control for subscriber selection of at least one messaging 
service (col, 18, lines. 51-57; i.e. call or add party) 



Application/Control Number: 10/620,984 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2609 

a control for selection of initiating a communication conference (coL18, lines.40- 
61), and means for providing a request to establish a conference session to the control 
unit in response to subscriber activation of the control for selection of initiating a 
communication conference (col. 18, lines.40-61). 

Regarding claim 8, Biggs discloses, an address book file storing address book 
content (col. 18, lines. 49-50) the address book content comprising an 
identification of each of a plurality of contacts(col.18, lines.58-60) means for providing 
the address book content to one of the real time communication device in response to 
receipt of the request to establish a communication conference (col.1 1 , lines. 46-60). 

the means for receiving an identification of each of a plurality of real time 
communication devices selected as conference participants comprises means for 
receiving an indication of subscriber selection of contacts from the address book 
content (col.1 1. lines. 53-60 and col.9, lines.6-31 col.1 1. lines. 53-60). 

Regarding claim 9, Biggs discloses, means for providing the address book content 
to one of the real time communication devices comprises means for providing a 
conference initiation document for display on the real time communication 
device (col. 18, lines.51-52), the conference initiation document comprising the address 
book content in association with a display template adapted for operator selection of 
conference session participants (col. 18, lines.57-61 and col. 19, lines.52-58) 

Regarding claim 10, Biggs discloses, the conference initiation document 
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comprises means for subscriber selection of contacts (col. 18, lines.47-52), a conference 
initiation control (col. 18, lines.47-52) and means for providing identification of the 
selected contacts to the control unit in response to subscriber activation of the 
conference initiation control (col. 18, 58-61). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Biggs discloses, the means for establishing a real time 
communication channel with each of the plurality of conference participants further 
provides for receiving motion video data from at least one conference participant (Fig.5, 
el. 402-420) and providing motion video data to at least a second conference 
participant (col.8, lines. 52-68; i.e. in Fig.5, a video signals from first, second and Nth 
endpoint will receive and go through the video signal routing device 500 and then - 
through the internal switch 518 which will direct these video signal based on the request 
from user who would like to participate in the conference to video mixer/switch ; so 
video from first endpoint will go to any endpoint or multiple end points ); and further 
comprising means for providing a video display document to the second conference 
participant for display on the second conference participant (col. 19, lines.52-58), the 
video display document comprising a frame for display of the motion video 
data (col.5,lines.64-66). 

Regarding claim 12, the method analyzed with respect to claim 1 , Biggs 
• discloses, a method for facilitating a communication conference between a plurality of 
real time communication devices (col.4, lines.52-56), 
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the method operating in a control unit (Fig.1, el. 102) and comprising: 

communicating with each of a the real time communication devices ( col.8, lines. 
52-58) over a packet switched network (col.4, lines. 38-40) interconnecting the control 
unit and each of the real time communication devices (Fig.1,el.104,106,108 and 102). 

receiving an identification of each of a plurality of real time communication 
devices selected as conference participants (col.9, lines. 56-67; col.11,lines.11,lines.50- 
67; the network address identify the endpoint device). 

establishing a plurality of real time audio conference channels, each channel 
between the control unit and a conference participants (col.8, lines.52-58), each real 
time audio conference channel for receiving streaming audio data from the conference 
participant (Fig.5, el.404-422 ) and for providing a conference mix streaming audio data 
to the participant (Fig.5, el.404-422 ) 

generating conference mix streaming audio data from streaming audio data 
received from at least two participants (Fig.5,el.520 and col. 14, lines. 59-66). 

Regarding claim 13,Biggs discloses, establishing a plurality of real time audio 
channels comprises: 

providing session signaling to each session participant (Fig.8A and 8B); and 
negotiating set up of a real time audio channel with a conference participant in response 
to the conference participant responding to the session signaling (col.17, lines. 6-35). 

Regarding claim14, Biggs discloses, obtaining address book content from an 
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address book file (col. 18, lines. 49-50), the address book content 

comprising an identification of each of a plurality of contacts (col. 18, lines.58-60) 

providing the address book content to one of the real time communication devices in 
response to the real time communication device providing an indication of a request to 
establish a communication conference (col. 11. lines. 53-60) 

the step of receiving an identification of each of a plurality of real time 
communication devices selected as conference participants comprises receiving an 
indication of subscriber selection of contacts from the address book content 
(col. 11. lines. 53-60) 

Regarding claim 15. Biggs discloses, the step of providing the address book 
content to one of the real time communication devices comprises providing a 
conference initiation document for display on the real time communication device 
(col. 18, lines.51-52), the conference initiation document comprising the address book 
content in association with a display template adapted for operator selection of contacts 
form the address book content (col. 18. lines.57-61). 

Regarding claim 16, Biggs discloses, the step of providing a conference initiation 
document comprises providing script providing for: subscriber selection of contacts 
(col. 18, lines.47-52), a conference initiation control (col. 18, lines.47-52) and 
identification of the selected contacts to the control unit in response to subscriber 
activation of the conference initiation control (col. 18, 58-61; the phone number identify 
the party that the user wants to contact for conference). 
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Regarding claim 17, Biggs discloses, the step of establishing a plurality of real 
time audio conference channels further comprises: 

establishing a real time communication channel with at least one conference 
participant for receiving niotion video data from the at least one conference participant 
(Fig.5. el. 402-420) and providing motion video data to at least a second conference 
participant (col.8, lines. 52-68; i.e. in Fig.5, a video signals from first, second and Nth 
endpoint will receive and go through the video signal routing device 500 and then 
through the internal svyitch 518 which will direct these video signal based on the request 
fronfi user who would like to participate in the conference to video mixer/switch ; so 
video from first endpoint will go to any endpoint or multiple end points ) 

and establishing a real time communication channel with at least on other conference 
participant for providing a representation of the motion video data to the at least one 
other conference participant (col. 16, lines.47-51 and coL19, lines. 52-66). 

Regarding claim 18,Biggs discloses, providing a main menu document for 
display on one real time communication device (col.lB, lines. 40-41), the main menu 
document comprising a control for subscriber selection of at least one messaging 
service (col. 18, lines. 51-57; i.e. call or add party), 

a control for selection of initiating a communication conference (col. 18, lines.40-61) 
and means for providing a request to establish a conference session to the control unit 
in response to subscriber activation of the control for selection of initiating a • 
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communication conference (col. 18, lines.40-61). 

Regarding claim 19, Biggs discloses, obtaining address book content from an 
address book file (col. 12, lines. 24-28) the address book content comprising an 
identification of each of a plurality of contacts (col.1 1 , lines. 46-60); providing the 
address book content to the request to establish a conference session (col.1 1, lines. 46- 
60). 

the step of receiving an identification of each of a plurality of real time communication 
devices selected as conference participants comprises receiving an indication of 
subscriber selection of contacts from the address book content 

an address book file storing address book content, the address book content 
comprising an identification of each of a plurality of contacts (col.9, lines.6-31 and 
col.1 1, lines. 61-67 and col.12,lines1-3). 

Regarding claim 20, Biggs further discloses, the step of providing the 
address book content to one of the real time communication devices comprises 
providing a conference initiation document for display on the real time communication 
Device (col. 5, lines. 64-66), the conference initiation document comprising the address 
book content in association with a display template adapted for operator selection of 
contacts form the address book content (col.1 8, lines. 38-44); 

Regarding claim 21 , Biggs discloses, step of providing a conference initiation 
document comprises providing script providing for: subscriber selection of contacts 
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(col. 18, lines.47-52), a conference initiation controi(col.18, lines.47-52), an identification 
of the selected contacts to the control unit In response to 30 subscriber activation of the 
conference initiation control ( col. 18, 58-61). 

Regarding claim 22, Biggs discloses, the step of establishing a plurality of real 
time audio conference channels further comprises: 

establishing a real time communication channel with at least one conference 

participant (Fig.5, el. 402-420) for receiving motion video data from the at least one 
conference participant and providing motion video data to at least a second conference 
participant (col.8, lines. 52-68; i.e. in Fig.5, a video signals from first, second and Nth 
endpoint will receive and go through the video signal routing device 500 and then 
through the internal switch 518 which will direct these video signal based on the request 
from user who would like to participate in the conference to video mixer/switch ; so 
video from first endpoint will go to any endpoint or multiple end points) 

and establishing a real time communication channel with at least on other conference 
participant for providing a representation of the motion video data to the at least one 
other conference participant (col. 16, lines.47-51 and col. 19, lines.52-66). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maria El Zoobi whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3434. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8AM-5 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hai Iran can be reached on 571-272-7305. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 &9 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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